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Sufiya Ahmed set to launch 2nd book in popular series.

_____________________________________________________________________

Following the success of her first novel for young readers, Sufiya Ahmed is getting ready to release the second title in her Zahra series.
‘Zahra’s Great Debate’ follows the adventure of 11 year old Zahra Khan at her boarding school, the Khadija Academy for Aspiring Young Women. It is the second term, and Zahra and her friends return for new adventures and more fun. The Academy pupils are competing in for a top prize against the much admired students of the South African Aisha School of Excellence. 
Sufiya’s first novel, ‘Zahra’s First Term at the Khadija Academy’ was short-listed in early 2008 in the best published writer of the year category at the prestigious Muslim Writers Awards.  The Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, was one of the many supporters of the event and the special guest on the night was Jermaine Jackson. 
Sufiya: 
‘I am so happy to have finally finished the second book. I found it much harder to write than the first one and I think that’s because of all the great feedback I received from readers and parents about Zahra’s First Term. I suddenly felt more pressure to produce something that would not disappoint Zahra fans. The novel seems to have developed a following and especially more so since my ‘storytime’ programme aired for a month on Islam channel. 
I hope inshallah that my readers will like the second book too. It’s longer than the first one but no different in terms of the fun Zahra has with her three best friends.
The book will be officially launched at the Global Peace & Unity event in October, but I’m so excited about it that I’m happy to read a small part of Chapter One on radio programmes this Ramadhan. I would like to give Zahra fans a little flavour of what to expect.’
Sufiya is available for interviews and a short reading for Ramadhan radio shows. Please contact her at info@ bibipublishing.co.uk, www.bibipublishing.co.uk
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