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Debut novelist short-listed for Muslim Writers Awards 2008!

Sophia Ahmed was delighted when she found herself short-listed in the category of ‘Published Writer Award’ along with world famous journalist Rageh Omagh and ex- Guantanamo Bay detainee, Moazzam Begg.  

Sophia, who writes under the pseudonym of Sufiya Ahmed, was selected as one of 26 finalists from 10,000 entries of published and unpublished work for the Muslim Writers Awards 2008. Her first book ‘Zahra’s First Term at the Khadija Academy’ was published in May 2007 and is about the adventures of an 11 year old Muslim girl at an Islamic boarding school. 

The prestigious ceremony which was held at the ICC in Birmingham on the 29th of March was attended by special guest Jermaine Jackson, the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Baroness Sayeeda Warsi and the CEO of Islam Channel Mohamed Ali.

Sophia said:

“I was just really thrilled to be short-listed in the first place. There have been some amazing books by Muslim writers published in the last year and to be selected at all for such a category is a true honour for me. I never imagined that my first novel about empowered, confident British Muslim girls would receive such recognition.”

Irfan Akram, Co-Director of Muslim Writers Awards said:

“Sophia heralds the beginning of a new wave of British Muslim writers who are taking the lead in inspiring young minds to learn, grow and have fun through reading.”

Prime Minister Gordon Brown pledged his support for the awards, stating: 

“This is a wonderful opportunity to bring excellent writing by Muslim writers to new audiences, and increase the mutual understanding of the people of Britain. Through literature we can learn about disparate cultures and widen our perspectives of the world. I would like to congratulate all of the participating writers and the winners of this year’s awards.”

The category of ‘Published Writer Award’ was won by Moazzam Begg. 
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